
Public Utilities Commission – Requirements when Installing Private -use Distributed Generation 
 

These procedures apply to the installation of small-scale, on-site generation intended to primarily serve the 
customer’s electrical needs, such as solar panels, fuel cells, and on-site wind generators. 

Footnote 1. Renewable fuels are as defined in 35-A M.R.S.A. §3210(2)(C): fuel cells, tidal power, solar 
arrays and installations, wind power, geothermal, hydroelectric, biomass, or municipal solid waste in 
conjunction with recycling. 
 
                 Developed by the Maine Public Utilities Commission 
                        April 12, 2004 

 
Generation owner/installer contact 

T&D utility. 

T&D utility examines customer’s facility specs, 
determines that installation does not affect safety 
and reliability of the grid. Utility and owner sign 
contract governing interconnection procedures.  

Require grid 
upgrade? 

Customer generally funds upgrade 

yes 

Require transmission 
line of >100 kW 
capacit y to grid? 

Follow procedures for construction of 
transmission line, published elsewhere on 

this web site 

yes 

Generator 
eligible for net 

billing? 

yes 

Discuss and arrange (if desired) net billing 
arrangement with T&D utility. 

Likely to Consider 
-  Engineering demonstration  
    that interconnection and 
    generation do not jeopardize 
    safety of utility workers or  
    grid. 
-  If generation <100 kW and 
    generally plug-and-play, 
    visual inspection may be 
    sufficient. 
-  Utility may have published  
    standards. 

-  Generating capacity 100 
    kW or less; 
-  Uses renewable fuel; and 
-  Serves the customer’s 
    own electricity needs. 
 (PUC’s Chapter 313)1 

Other Possible Approvals: 
 - FAA (height) 
 - Local zoning ordinance 
 - Army Corp of Engineers 
   (wetlands) 
 - DEP/LURC 

T&D utility inspects final installation, using 
same criteria as before-construction 

examination. 


